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ACTION Campaigns To Rebuild Decaying U. S. Cities 


GROUPS WHICH EXPEDITE 
LOCAL RENEWAL TO SHARE 
IDEAS AT ACTION oe 


CTION 
the second meeting in 
of business leaders of ia ate u 
new arma oy who will shai e 
lelve into common ane 
me together at the Na- 


of current legislation af- 
fst aaa renewal ill ba given by B 
T. Fitzpatrick, former chief counsel of 


the PA and Home Finance 
ro! 


Al Leas Rains eee ), 


ing, Hou 

Currency 
At the afternoon session, brief descrip- 
of activities by private groups ex- 


tions 
pediting their cities’ urban eral pro- 
grams will be held, 
Some of the programs to be described 
include: Detroit's. Redevelopment Cor- 
poration’ role as liaison etrean the 


P 
on te Gratiot project now being occu- 
pio the Oa klaad Rene Wal Acorinda tion's 

owners in Kuia orhood re- 
habilitation project; Pittsburgh's AC- 
PION-Housing Inc., and its program 


i 


with 

loan with local realto the Uni 

sity of Chicago's coniributions to the 
Hyde Park-Kenwood projec! 


essmen are taking the lead in 


Busin 
Kogani nupa renewal work in cities 
oth large and small. 


ex 
ze: 
of Greater Houston to promote ae lequate 
B planning and Eee “af ihe area 
Binghamton, New York, has a 
an. 


OW 
alley Development rast eh organ- 
ized voluntarily by a group of influential 
citizens. 


AC ON THE WHOLE CITY — 
aE Tomorrow model shown.) 


American economy stands 
eis upon the strength or weak 
ness of our 
areas where 


industrializes 
eee t majori 
W iy aa 


Uncontrolled growth and un- 
ecked decay are twin forces 
sti extraordinary problems 

Proper PAA ote 
New resources, new * methods, 
and new leadership must be identi- 
faatenmben tal fi G 
the task and the opportunity of the 
nae iste 


ION method to me 

this auallseze is 3 ne together 

ERS from indus labor, +) gov 
rnm 


atio] 


for the 
the basis 

newal 

an development ot ties in 
the tradi of merican enter- 


prise and initi 


Five-Year Program To 
Emphasize the Whole City 


ACTION has stepped up its objectives 
to embrace the whole metropolis, not jus 
h 


the neighborhood, and is emba: 


arking on a 
determined five-year campaign to spur 
long-needed rebuilding of American 
cities. 

Annandag of the four-point pro- 


p local organizations achieve 
effective PrO grRME for good cities was 
press conference in New York 

th. 


note 

ACTION president Tal James E Rouse, oe 
t the condition of oi s has 
become our country’s tatta dorae 
fa ae 


he continued, “we now have the 
know ere and the tools to make our 
cities fit places in ae to live and work 
and raise familie: 
“It is time them to work, 


we We 
must Become ister of disorder and 
decay, 


a plan and a program for making our 
metropo itan areas—center iced and su- 
burbs—livable and effici 


Prime Objectives 


The campaign will draw on ACTION’s 
er ‘ou 


perience over the past re : Jes and 

t miele objective of the program 
vel ee Oe balls t bu vp Ro of the 
attack on the problem, 


slong with ‘ia Fie eae interest groups 
nd government on all levels. 
The program sets these four objectives 
for all American cities: 
housing in good neighbor- 
iosi Ta all people. 


nt highways and better trans- 
portation i in place of traffic and transit 
stag! 


Vigorous commercial and eina 
cores nase of obsolescence and s 
teratio 

Adequate financing for public and 
ovata improvements—by reducing = 
aiding expansion of the private econ 
and adding to tax resources. 


Colleges Involve City Planners, Students, 


F gaaries in Se 


age stude: i 


ions on Renewal ae 


nt 
ness ee ane importance, es 


and new idea 
Programs sponsored by three different institutions of higher learni 
Boulder, of 


Colorado, members 


ae staffs, boards and commissions 
will c 


in neighboring cities onverge on the 
campus of the U erat of C olorado on 
March 6 and 7 for a two-day Institute 


Boulder AA Leo C. Rieth mayer, 


cussions which will cov- 


t in panel dis 


er g 
from offstreet parking to rebuilding the 
downtown area 


all the realities we must face for better 


Gains | In keai Housing 
Seen By Chicago Group 


Illinois — The Metropolitan 


A repor! t to Mayor Daley titled “Hous- 
of 1958” cites the 


aber or Pomek iicrease 
cent While the populat 
sol goa cent. 
"The report sio singles out inportant 
steps taken since 1950 which it had ri 
Caran Aon ng these: A comprehen- 
sive housing code was enacted, a modern 


ed 5.3 per 
ion increased by 


on a comprehensive city plan. More rec- 


8 
vement, the 


f the ulation in 1950 and inhabite 
12 per cent of occupied dwellings. Com- 
parable figures for 1957 are 21 per cent 


of popula ation and 19 per cent of occupied 
dw 


'or 'ormation, write the Metro- 
politan Housing and Planning aati 
8 S. Dearborn Street, Chicago 3, Illinois. 


aware- 
in the field of urban fanewal via 


planning. We want to look at the city 
ma a whole. 

e University’s department of politi- 
cal science and beas of peon 
education are joined in gon the 
Institute by the olor do Mu AA 
League and the Gojaaio. chapter of the 
American Institute of Planners. 

assac! s, 


si 

students from fou; 

Colleges at a canter ce 
C 


Smith and the 
setts in ae 
pane ci 

And i sey, Rutgers—the 


he problems of the e ex- 


There i is an abundance of kiied 
a 


zk local 


y the San 
Housin; 


cisco but are in full swi 
cities. 


jong been interest- 
ram Witch would et 
feci mical and efficient 
sha aig OAE cml nie 
comments and Suggestions on how 
it could be of help in such an ex- 
change pri aT 


Stai 
University a New Sereg: a two- a 
l ing mt 
epar RET heads and key ‘faculty m 
ber: o Mol linaro. , ACTION vice a 


ver, ACTION board 
er, t eae part along a other out- 
side aes ts. The erence consid- 
ered the ways in wh 
could best f Ea E the problems 
of urbanization in the State of N 
sey. ae or ssion was 
researc! aa ‘ban extension services. 
(The ie “1958, issue of ACTION 
orter carried a report on what other 
colleges and universities around the na- 
tion are doing in the field of renewal.) 


& 
b=] 


A N E r 


Los Angeles Dn of 
Building E E Eat 
e to aid a be renters o 

ed by Angelenos who ch 

their Building Department e ‘aking 
over buildings which may not co 

to standards. 


Gaur 


Citizens' Groups Probes 
Relocation Services 


Philadelphia, Pennsylvania—The Phila 
delphia Housing Association—which this 
year is celebrati J ctivit“ 
behalf b e a 
of Philad ade a series of 14 
recommenda 


Aution 


lows the comp! ret “Of the first two years 
of operation of a centralized relocatio 
service provided by the Rehousing Bu- 


y the Reho 
als lopment Authority. 
and 


o be dis- 


costs and, 


opale 


a PHA : Si of t ou 
of t m else come fe stators 
ousing, 

more 


Soplesi of the MTeoR 

for $3 from the Philadelphia Housing A: 

sociano "i717 Sansom Street, Philadel. 
hia, Pennsylvania. 


Pittsburgh Set To Apply 
Results of ACTION Study 


Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania This city 
will become the nation’s first to put into 
application the finding of ACTION’s two- 
year research a gram into housing and 
coat development 

A preliminary step toward this end was 
taken i December when two ACTION 
r 


irector 
Har- 


and y% Housing yA 
Man Meyer: 


preparing a pri lim nary ies t which will 
design a program for the introduction oi 
new technology and other improved prac- 
tices and policies in housing in the Pitts- 


n area. It will detail a 


The Pittsburgh apone group 
ACTION-Housing Inc. oA Allegheny 
Council To Improve Our Nei orhoods- 
Inc.) of which J. ae i, 

of 


ousi ) of w 
C TION board member, is chairman 


the boai 


Bank vn Community 
ivability As ctor 
In Attracting Industry 


n ea California—The B; 
ri ae 


si 
blight and s 
new ete to their areas. 

The bank — largest in the nation — is 
distributing an Industrial Development 
Guide as part of its Area Development 
Service, 


to attract 


on ihe move, it states, look 
Lea to other fac: 


Companies 


ible? What abont 
traffic an ‘commuting? Arterial inpouts? 
a 


tee ate plan, have analyzed its land 
ise and worked Hy a flexible master plan 
eee have started local 


nore fiteumtion, write to the 
Bank’s main office, 300 Montgomery 
Street, San Francisco. 


ROOMIN NIGHTMARE 
OR aN Jumbia, South Car- 
lin: eady to launch a con- 


to stai a See story bel 


Columbia Readies ners 
Code on Rooming asin 


mbia 

hind the solid sear rae ors some 
once-nice homes in this S 
m a “slum condi 


an 
Commission plans to mar- 


on the prol lem. 

single-family 
dwelling: e been converted into 
rooming houses Most of them—although 


can be Ene 
Henr eill 


y et renewal 
habilitation director, 


s that his pres 


and ontinantes in hones fo come up with 
a paa ge for atement”™— 
com- 


s and 


35 
N RRA 5 = cent unsafe for human 
habitatio! D 44 per cent had bedbugs 
an in Ente uae 20 per 
ie cases studied, 12 to 26 persons 
hared opet toilet. 
cal note: Part of ratte cost to 
ie ay a code na ement will be offset 
Toe the increase in revenue from the 
ment t of Peis ‘coming house 
licensing ‘ordinances. On ay Guo out tof 40 


operator's permit. 


Contest for Women’s Clubs 
On Community Improvement 


An SA to veme s clubs ta lend 
their 


to be AR d in a con 
tly by the cra 


is test sponsored 
join 
Women’s Clubs and th 


Federation of 
s-Roebuck 


Entitled ’ he 1958-1960 REEN 
Achievement Contest, the mpetition 
will be judged on the basis of a club’s 
servi its community in the form of 
projects undertaken between June 1, 
1958, and June 1, 1960. Any type of ac- 
tivity that meets a need i in the community 


is eligible. 

Miss Chloe Gifford, 
is a member of ACTIO 
tors a of its 
committee. 

Any club is eligible to enter if it is a 


GFWC president, 
IN's board of i 
educational program 


the Council of International Clubs. 
Fint national Eok K and 
prize mot 


3 


B 
+ 
3 
Bs 
E 
Se 
a 


Mrs. Mildred White wais, i, ea 
munity Achievement Contest, 1734 N St., 
-W., Washington 6, D.C. 


SANE REVII ACTION 


BOOK RENTAL HOUSING 
Architectural Forum has scheduled a 
review article in its March issue on 


“Rental ‘Hin ata for Pri- 
vate Investment”—one in a series es of eight 
ION aks on housing 
munity development. 
That book and the Eesm rable ed 


price is $4. 
—as se unpub- 


f yo 
rch by leading ore in 


hosing ome J allied fields, 
The 


uced pri r to 
the ae N mailing list wi 
nade when subsequent volumes are pub- 
ee ae aged series ha: 


eading for renewal 


uth Auditorium 
nE ea to residents 
those who will t 
displaced — a and Development 
C eae ae Mae out a brochure, 
It tells what nee 


help nee 
Renewal Pro 


EN and what 


tion 
ers, business and 
servi i to these groups. 


vices are available 
Copies available from the Portland Re- 

te evelopment Commission, 2130 S.W. 
Fifth Avenue, Portland 1, Oregon.) 


had sinister connota- 
Park, Bat 


Urban renewal 
tions to the residents of Harlem 

and hostility toward 
i wh t 


2.5 
Z 


heir fears were allayed and 
cooperation eer is told in an iuter- 
ae brochi aren Pak Sleran 

piles es the Na- 
tional c Conference of Foret and Jews 


(Copies available from Dr. Louis A. 
Radelet, director of commission on com- 
munity organization, National Confer- 
ence of Christians and 43 


Jews, Inc., 
West 57th Street, New York 19.) 


Urban renewal and other factors are 
changing the nation’s neighborhoods. To 


American Council To Improve Our Neighborhoods 
Box 462, Radio City Station, New York 20, N. 


347 


One comment in the report “I suggest 
that welfare groups make a ae cific 
point of BOLLE to the leaders i in the com- 
moniy ands ying, ‘Don’t leave us ae of 
your ni urban renewal meeting because 


affect us band our own operation and T 
are soing to be making decisions that a 
fect y 
(Single copies ae for $1 from the 
National Federation ser Settlements pana 
Re ad € enters, 226 West 

Street 36. i 


eport as comprehensive as its sub- 


paar City Plan Commission and the 
MA 
e project and the publication we 
TY possible through a ae lemons! frin 
wS le- 
consi astitating one- 
oit to in pop 
Ie aa 


ey 
could aise Pictures of eel indif 
d. 


includes 


is a book 


“Cities in the Motor Age” 


a conference held last year in Hartford, 
problems of 


Connecticut, at which the 
urban living in a motor age were brought 
the atenti 


own communities. 
ae ae General Life Insurance 
any. 


Er. Stanley B. Winters 
26 Shanley Ave. 
Newark 8, Ne Je 


Author 

other topics, “Roads, Rails and Renewals” 

‘Communities are for People;” “The 
‘opolis,” and * 


Mee we “A Total Stra 
opies available for $3.95 where boo & 


(C 
are so Published by Viking Press, New 
Yor 


n Are; 


omic Function of 


pi 
changes which are king place in central 
ates, and while 
nditions in metropoli- 
tan New York, it applies as well to other 
American cities. 


The pamphlet sees every reason gi ex- 
pect ci A tality at the very center 
of cities cS ss buti “hs ssi 
aside, one only a 
cence in the: he 
yond the central business district.” 
and graphs. 


Charts 


sre copies $1 — discounts on bulk 
aan CED, 711 Fifth Avenue, 
Rese York 22. 


The Urban Land nee has A r. 
a pasi eai bulletin 


n “The Challeng 

U newal” which if 
rene in relation to the national econo 
ny. inicipal and private econo! It 
covers the developments under the Fed- 
al vernment’s urban renewal pro- 
gram of the problems which 
confi 
(Single copies $3—special discount for 
oe ders—from Urban Land Institute, 


O 18th Street, N.W., Washington 6, 
©) 
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